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Mr. Mequia                                                                Government 12                     4th Amendment 

 

Directions: Read the following information on the Supreme Court Case Kyllo Vs. United States 

and answer the questions that follow.   

 

4th Amendment- The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 

effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall 

issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 

place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

 

Kyllo Vs. United States 2001 

 
Statement of the Facts: 

A U.S. Department of the Interior agent suspected that Danny Kyllo was growing marijuana in 

his home.  Because indoor marijuana growth requires the use of high intensity heat lamps, the 

agent used a thermal imager device to detect the amount of heat coming from Kyllo’s home.  The 

thermal scan of Kyllo’s home took only a few minutes and was conducted by the agent from a 

car across the street.  The thermal scan revealed that more heat was emanating from Kyllo’s 

residence than from the other two residences in the triplex in which Kyllo lived. 

Based on the thermal scan, tips from informants, and utility bills, the agent obtained a warrant to 

search Kyllo’s residence.  The search ultimately revealed that Kyllo was running a marijuana 

growing operation in his residence. 

Case Summary of Kyllo v. United States: 

• Federal agents used a thermal imaging device outside of Kyllo’s home, suspecting that 

Kyllo was growing marijuana in his home, which requires use of heat lamps. 

• The device indicated that more heat was emanating from Kyllo’s residence than from 

neighboring residences.  Using the heat information in conjunction with other facts, the 

agents obtained a warrant to search Kyllo’s residence.  They discovered that Kyllo was, 

in fact, growing marijuana in his home. 

• Kyllo moved to suppress the evidence seized from his home before his trial.  The District 

Court denied the motion. 

• The Ninth Circuit ultimately affirmed the denial. 

• The U.S. Supreme Court reversed, holding that the use of a device that enhanced normal 

perception to detect heat coming from inside a home was a “search” under the Fourth 

Amendment, and it was unlawful here because it was conducted without a warrant. 

Questions 

1. What does the 4th Amendment to the Constitution state? 

 

2. Why were Federal agents suspicious of Danny Kyllo? 



 

3. What did agents secretly set up outside Kyllo’s home? 

 

4. What did the scan show? 

 

5. Who won? Why? Explain! 

 

6. What does the government need to conduct a search? 

 

7. Do you agree with ruling of the Supreme Court? 

 

8. If you were on the court how would you have ruled?  Why? 

 

9. How do we balance the original intent of the framers of the Constitution with the latest 

    technology? 

 

10. How do we balance the rights of United States citizens with the security of the nation? 

 

   

 

 

 

 


